
Year 9 Common Assessment Task: Descriptive Narrative Writing 

Focusing on genre –  

Horror or Science Fiction Short Story 

 

Word Length: 800 words 

 
 Your first writing assignment is to be a descriptive narrative in either the Horror or Science Fiction genre. 

 If you choose to write in the Horror genre, you should not repeat your work from last year. 

 Planning is to be done by hand and shown to your teacher for authentication purposes. (To show you have 

not taken your story from the internet!)  

 Drafts must be typed and printed WITHOUT your name on it. These will be brought in to class on the due 

date and drawn at random for someone else to read and give feedback on. 

 This is your homework for the next week and a half.  

 Typed drafts must be brought to school on Monday 21st March to be read by a classmate.  

 After the drafts have been read and feedback has been taken into consideration, you will be able to re-work 

your writing and submit it for assessment on Wednesday 23rd March. 

 Write all due dates in your diary now! 

―A good horror story works by appealing to the reader on different levels: the gut, the heart and the 

head. At the gut level, the story might make the reader recoil with revulsion or shut their eyes. When 

the writer is tugging at heartstrings, the reader relates to the characters and wants them to remain safe 

within a terrible situation. But the greatest terror is saved for the mind: this is where the imagination 

goes to work, as the reader fills in what is only hinted at by the author.‖ 

―Science fiction takes us to any place and time we can imagine. Anything is possible: people can fly, 

travel in time, read minds, live forever or turn into robots. Science fiction writing requires imagination 

and an ability to create a believable world in which characters can exist and make use of all sorts of 

scientific wonders. Remember, it does not all have to take place in space or on distant planets — you 

can have really engaging science fiction right at home. One thing worth remembering is that science 

fiction deals with some questions about ourselves, such as: Who are we? What does it mean to be 

human? Is technology always a good thing?‖ 

 

Planning your story 

Before you start writing your story, you need to come up with a plan for what is going to happen. Make a list of 

the events that occur in your story. That way, when you start to write, you will have a clear sense of where the 

story will end up. Try to end in a climactic or interesting way. 



Extracts of Descriptive Writing 
Extract from The Name of the Wind by Patrick Rothfuss 

Let us pass over my return to camp just as the sun was beginning to set. The sight of bodies strewn about like 

broken dolls. The smell of blood and burning hair. How I wandered aimlessly about, too disoriented for proper 

panic, numb with shock and dread. 

I saw Teren's body lying by his wagon, his sword  broken in his hand. The green and grey he normally 

wore was wet and red with blood. One of his legs twisted unnaturally and the splintered bone showing through 

the skin was very, very white. 

I heard voices. Peering around the corner of Shandi's wagon I saw several unfamiliar men and women 

sitting around the fire. My parents' fire. A dizziness swept over me and I reached out a hand to steady myself 

against the wagon's wheel. When I gripped it, the iron bands that reinforced the wheel crumbled in my hand, 

flaking away in gritty sheets of brown rust. When I pulled my hand away the wheel creaked and began to crack. I 

stepped back as it gave way, the wagon splintering as if its wood were as rotten as an old stump. 

 I now stood in full view of the fire. One of the men tumbled backward and came to his feet with his 

sword out. His motion reminded me of quicksilver rolling from a jar onto a tabletop: effortless and supple. His 

expression was intent his body was relaxed, as if he'd just stood and stretched. 

 His sword was pale and elegant. When it moved, it cut the air with a brittle sound. It reminded me of the 

quiet that settles on the coldest days in winter when it hurts to breathe and everything is still. 

 He was two dozen feet from me, but I could still see him perfectly in the fading light of sunset. I 

remember him clearly as I remember my own mother, sometimes better. His face was narrow and sharp, with the 

perfect beauty of porcelain. His hair was shoulder length, framing his face in loose curls the colour of frost. He 

was a creature of winter's pale. Everything about him was cold and sharp and white. 

 Except his eyes. They were black like a goat's but with no iris. His eyes were like his sword, and neither 

one reflected the light of the fire or the setting sun... 

 He dropped the tip of his sword and smiled with perfect ivory teeth. It was the expression a nightmare 

wore. I felt a stab of feeling penetrate the confusion I clutched around me like a thick protective blanket. 

Something put both its hands deep into my chest and clutched. It may have been the first time in my life I was 

ever truly afraid. 

 

Extract from Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

And what was it that had suggested the tremendous tumult... Merely, the branch of a fir-tree that touched my 

lattice, as the blast wailed, and rattled its dry cones against the pains! 

 'I must stop it ...!' I muttered, knocking my knuckles through the glass, (the narrator has forgotten the 

window has a latch and only remembers this in the morning) and stretching an arm out to seize the importunate 

branch: instead of which, my fingers closed on the fingers of a little, ice-cold hand! 

 The intense horror of nightmare came over me; I tried to draw back my arm, but, the hand clung to it, 

and a most melancholy voice sobbed,  

     'Let me in - let me in!' 

     'Who are you?' I asked, struggling, meanwhile, to disengage myself. 

     'Catherine Linton, ' it replied, shiveringly... 

As it spoke, I discerned, obscurely, a child's face looking through the window - Terror made me cruel; and, 

finding it useless to attempt shaking the creature off, I pulled its wrist on to the broken pane, and rubbed it to and 

fro till the blood ran down and soaked the bed-clothes: still it wailed, 'Let me in!' and maintained its tenacious 

gripe, almost maddening me with fear. 



 

Descriptive Writing Techniques 
 

 Descriptive writing appeals to one or more of your readers' senses - sight, sound, taste, touch and smell. 

 Descriptive writing often uses metaphors and similes to paint a vivid picture in the readers' minds. 

 Effective description of events and characters is essential to narrative writing. You want to immerse 

readers in the world you've created without boring them. 

 Using a thesaurus can help you to identify words that make your work more expressive and interesting. 

 Remember that effective description is not about using a string of unusual adjectives, it's about using 

language appropriately and sparingly. 

 

Colour Synonyms 

When writing descriptively, you will often find yourself trying to find a word that accurately describes a 

particular colour. Here is a list of common colours and their synonyms. 

 

 Blue: azure, beryl, cerulean, cobalt, indigo, navy, royal, sapphire, teal, turquoise, ultramarine 

 Yellow: amber, bisque, blond, buff, chrome, cream, gold, ivory, lemon, saffron, sand, tawny 

 Green: apple, aquamarine, beryl, chartreuse, fir, forest, grass, jade, kelly, lime, malachite, moss, olive, pea, 

peacock, pine, sage, sap, sea, spinach, verdigris, vert, viridian, willow 

 Brown: brownish, burnished, chestnut, copper, copper-colored, metallic brown, reddish-brown, reddish 

tan,russet, rust, tan 

 Dark: atramentous, brunet, charcoal, clouded, coal, dingy, dusky, ebon, ebony, inklike, jet, livid, 

melanoid, murky, nigrescent, nigrous, obsidian, onyx, piceous, pitch, pitch-dark, raven, sable, shadowy, 

slate, somber, sombre, sooty, starless, swart, swarthy 

 Light: ablaze, aglow, bright, brilliant, burnished, clear, cloudless, flashing, fluorescent, glassy, glossy, 

glowing, lambent, lucent, luminous, lustrous, phosphorescent, polished, radiant, refulgent, resplendent, 

rich, scintillant, shining, shiny, sunny, unclouded, unobscured, vivid, well-lighted, well-lit 

 



Writing Dialogue 
 

Dialogue is a great way to make your stories more interesting but you need to make sure you format it properly! 

Follow these simple steps: 

 Always use quotation marks around what is actually spoken. 

 Begin a new paragraph for a new speaker. Make sure you indent it slightly. 

 Begin each sentence with a capital letter. 

 Each line of dialogue should end with a punctuation mark INSIDE the quotation marks. Here are some 

examples: 

o "Watch out for the zebras, they bite!" 

o "Did you bring your zebra to school?" he asked. 

o "I think I've left my zebra in the parking lot," he said. 

 When a new sentence follows, use a full stop. For example: 

o "This are not supposed to be any zebras on the train," said the conductor. "You will have to leave 

immediately." 

 

Dialogue: An Example 

―This is what dialogue looks like,‖ I said to my student. 

―Wow!‖ she exclaimed. ―What are those little curly things?‖ 

―They‘re called quotation marks. You need to put all your dialogue (including the punctuation) inside these 

groovy things. It lets the reader know when someone is speaking.‖ 

―How can I write effective dialogue?‖ she asked. 

―Well…that‘s a good question. There‘s all sorts of things you can do to make dialogue sound realistic – notice how 

I‘ve used full stops, dashes and commas to create pauses. Using these techniques makes my dialogue seems more 

convincing.‖ 

―How do you tell the reader what someone‘s voice sounds like?‖ she asked quietly. 

―Well,‖ I whispered. ―You can use a range of words to express what a person‘s voice sounds like. 

Moan, whisper, shout, cackle, blurt and exclaim are just a few examples. Most of the time, though, it‘s best to 

keep things simple – using the old ‗he saids‘ and ‗she saids‘ is just as effective. Sometimes you don‘t even need to 

use these attributions.‖ 

―Why?‖ 

―Well, when two people are speaking…‖ 

―Uh-huh.‖ 

―It is quite obvious whose turn is next.‖ 

―So you don‘t need to use attributions, right?‖ 

―That‘s absolutely correct. Incidentally, you can use italics to emphasise particular words.‖ 

―What if someone‘s shouting?‖ 

―I beg your pardon? I‘m a little deaf in that ear.‖ 

―WHAT IF SOMEONE'S SHOUTING?!‖ 

―You can use a combination of capitals, italic lettering and exclamation marks. Just like that. Don‘t go overboard 

with the exclamation marks, though. Save them for when someone is really angry.‖ 

―Wow. Thanks. I‘ve really learnt a lot about dialogue.‖ 

―No problem,‖ I said. ―And remember… dialogue can transform an otherwise boring story into 

something really exciting. Jump in the deep end and start experimenting today.‖ 

  


